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Remember that old song, “Matchmaker, Matchmaker, Make me a Match?” It’s nearly

as critical in the writing biz as it is in a healthy/thriving marriage. Finding and keeping

a great agent is essential to your survival if you’re a pro. Agents can open doors that

you cannot. . .not just because they’re skilled at contract negotiation and that sort of

thing, but because the writing industry is relational.
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Most agents have been in the business for years and actually know the editors on a

first name basis. They’re great at pairing up just the right author with just the right

editor or publishing house.

If you’re looking for the ideal agent, choose one who suits both your personality and

your style. You don’t want a slow, methodical type if you’re a real go-getter. And you

don’t want someone who’s sharp and brusque if you get your feelings hurt easily.

You need to be aware of something else, too—not every agent is respected by his

peers. Some are even ostracized by editors and publishing houses. It’s good to know,

before signing with an agent, where he stands with others in the industry. How will he

ever sell your book to an editor if that editor can’t stand him? The agent’s reputation

is almost as important as the quality of the work he or she is pitching for you.

That’s it for this lesson. Onward and upward to more helpful tools to use in your

writing tool chest.

javascript:void((function()%7Bvar%20e=document.createElement('script');e.setAttribute('type','text/javascript');e.setAttribute('charset','UTF-8');e.setAttribute('src','https://assets.pinterest.com/js/pinmarklet.js?r='+Math.random()*99999999);document.body.appendChild(e)%7D)());
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://janiceathompson.com/2024/03/15/step-seven-work-with-an-agent/&t=Work%20With%20an%20Agent
https://twitter.com/share?text=Work%20With%20an%20Agent&url=https://janiceathompson.com/2024/03/15/step-seven-work-with-an-agent/


8/30/24, 10:48 AMWork With an Agent - Janice Thompson, Author

Page 3 of 5https://janiceathompson.com/2024/03/15/step-seven-work-with-an-agent/

By JThompson

Published: March 15, 2024 - Last updated: March 20, 2024

Plotting Your Writing Career

Edit

← Pitch Sellable Ideas

https://janiceathompson.com/author/jthompson/
https://janiceathompson.com/2024/03/15/step-six-pitch-sellable-ideas/
https://janiceathompson.com/2024/03/15/step-six-pitch-sellable-ideas/
https://janiceathompson.com/category/free-writing-lessons/plotting-your-writing-career/
https://janiceathompson.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=1661&action=edit


8/30/24, 10:48 AMWork With an Agent - Janice Thompson, Author

Page 4 of 5https://janiceathompson.com/2024/03/15/step-seven-work-with-an-agent/

Career Selling→

COMMENTS

COMMENT

Write your comment...

NAME *

Name

EMAIL *

Email COMMENT

https://janiceathompson.com/2024/03/15/step-nine-career-selling/
https://janiceathompson.com/2024/03/15/step-nine-career-selling/


8/30/24, 10:48 AMWork With an Agent - Janice Thompson, Author

Page 5 of 5https://janiceathompson.com/2024/03/15/step-seven-work-with-an-agent/

Copyright © 2024 Janice Thompson, Author | Trellis Framework by Mediavine

https://www.mediavine.com/

